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mishler  gets 
tarns  salute 


TRUSTWORTHY 

DEPENDABLE 

RELIABLE 


No  matter  how  you  say  it,  they  all  mean  con- 
fidence in  the  coin  collecting  publications  from 
Krause  Publications. 


Over  350,000  coin  collectors  purchase  and 
subscribe  to  Krause  Publications  products. 
That’s  a lot  of  confidence! 


world 


For  m5F£  ifTFdrMMion  on  coin  collecting  publications  from  the  leading 
numismatics  publisher,  just  write:  Krause  Publications,  Inc.,  Free  Infor- 
mation, lola,  Wisconsin  54945. 

krause  publications 

M.  i i a un  c r n ki  c i M c a n a r 


IOLA,  WISCONSIN  54945 
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The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  shall  be  to  encourage  and  promote  inter- 
nst  in  numismatics;  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors 
ind  the  state's  coin  clubs,  as  well  as  collectors  of  other  states ; and,  to  encourage  and 
issist  new  collectors  and  coin  clubs.  All  resources  of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to 
rurther  the  above  objectives. 
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History 
of  the 

Madison  Coin  Club 


related  by 
Gordon 
Gill 
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(Editor’s  Note: 
This  is  the 
second  part  of  a 
two-part  series 
concerning  the 
Madison  Coin  Club 
and  the  early 
icollecting  days 
cof  Gordon  Gill0 
"The  early  history 
cof  the  Madison 
iclub  is  deeply 
mooted  in  the 
[personal  collect- 
iing  experiences 
of  A0G0  (Gordon) 
Gill,  one  of  the 
club ’ s founding 
members.  Gill  is 
S3  till  extremely 
active  in  the 
nobby  and  holds 
t’/arious  local, 
sstate  and  nation- 
al appointments 
within  the  field. 
He  pursue  the 
lobby  of  kings 
with  great  zeal.) 


The  bank  win-  went  out  to  Sher- 


dows  were  flat 
back  then*  I ike 
store  windows . 
Copper  and  silver 
(no  gold)  coins 
were  quite  often 
seen  on  disp I ay 
in  them.  Invari- 
ably* the  owne  rs 
wanted  to  sell 
the  coins. 

I recall  one 
display  of  old 
co  ins  just  heap- 
ed in  a window: 
Nickels*  d ime  s * 
Ind ian  cents  * 
just  everything 
--even  Civil  War 
tokens . The  v iew- 
er  could  look  in 
the  window  and 
maybe  see  a nice 
th  ree-cent  Piece 
or*  from  a dif- 
ferent ang I e * 
something  else. 

Another  dis- 
play I especia  I - 
I y remembe  r was 
Mende I son / s big 
col  I ect ion  ex- 
hibited in  a 
bank / s window . I 


man  Ave.  to  ask 
the  owner  about 
the  coins. 

Mrs.  Men de I - 
son*  whose  hus- 
band had  died  a- 
bo  u t two  years 
prior  to  this 
visit  of  mine » ex- 
p I a ine d that  her 
husband  had  been 
the  collector.  I 
asked  her  if  she 
was  interested  in 
sell ing  the  co  ins . 

//Certainly*// 
she  responded  while 
indicating  that  she 
wanted  to  retain  a 
few  Pieces  for  her 
g r andch i I d ren . 

I came  out  a 
week  later*  after 
she  gathered  the 
hoard  up  from  the 
bank  window  and 
brought  it  to  her 
home . 

I bought  the 
bulk  of  the  col- 
lection. There 
we  re  a numb e r of 
three-cent  Pieces 
( cont inue  d ) 
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two-cent  Pieces? 
many  La rge  cents 
and  everything 
was  in  pretty 
good  condition.  I 
bought  them  quite 
reasonab I y-- the 
Large  cents  at 
about  25 t to  35* 
each . That / s 
about  what  they 
were  bringing  in 
the  Me  hi  catalog. 

When  I had 
picked  out  what  I 
wanted?  there  was 
quite  a bit  left. 

//What  are  you 
go  ing  to  do  with 
what/s  left?//  I 
asked. 

She  said  she/d 
give  some  to  her 
grandchi I dren  and 
deposit  the  rest 
at  face  value  in 
the  bank . 

/ / 1 / I I pay  you 
double  face  value 
for  the  remainde  r 
and  use  the  co ins 
for  trading  ma- 
terial?// I of- 
fered. 

So?  she  Picked 


out  the  co ins  for 
her  grandchildren 
and  I Purchased 
what  was  left. 

Another  t ime  ? 
Mr.  Menges?  the 
owner  of  the 
p h a rma  c y where  I 
first  worked  ? had 
quite  a large 
group  of  old 
coins  in  his 
saf e . I happened 
to  f ind  this  fact 
out  from  his 
bookkeepee  r.  When 
the  opportunity 
arrived?  I asked 
Menges  about 
them. 

There  really 
we  ren / 1 that  many 
Pieces.  What  Men- 
ges did  have  were 
in  nice  cond it  ion 
so  I bought  all 
of  t hem--Two- cent 
and  t hree-cent 
Pieces?  half 
dimes  and  Large 
cents  not  to  men- 
tion Civil  War 
tokens. 

In  those  days 
proof  coins  sold 


for  less  than 
uncirculated  ones 
for  the  s imp  I e 
reason  that  no- 
body wanted  them. 

I collected  for 
10  years  and  was 
just  as  igno  rant 
as  other  collec- 
tors about  proof 
coins. 

We  d idn / 1 know 
what  a proof  coin 
was . We  just  pass- 
ed them  by. 

Trial  Pieces 
and  patterns  were 
Placed  in  a box 
with  the  unknown 
coins. 

We  d idn / 1 col- 
lect proof  coins 
of  1936  at  the 
t ime  because  we 
didn  / 1 know  about 
them.  It  was  the 
first  year  for 
proofs  in  20  years 
and  the  whole 
thing  was  down- 
peddled?  no  fan- 
fare about  it  at 
all. 

In  1937?  many 
( con t inu  ed  ) 
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WE  WANT  TO 
BUY  • BUY  • BUY 


At  present  the  coin  business  is  booming,  and  we 
need  more  coins.  If  you  have  coins  to  sell  it  will 
pay  you  to  contact  us.  We  have  the  customers  for 
them.  We  have  a national  mail  order  business  and 
must  keep  our  customers  satisfied  with  what  they 
want.  Perhaps  you’ve  seen  our  ads  in  the  national 
publications  or  have  received  our  mailers.  We  also 
regularly  attend  major  coin  shows  throughout  the 
country,  and  we  sell,  sell,  sell  at  these  shows. 

While  we  like  to  specialize  in  choice  uncirculated 
and  proof  United  States  rare  coins,  we  buy  all 
worthwhile  numismatic  material.  We  buy  entire 
collections  and  accumulations  and  do  not  just 
“cherry-pick”  the  “cream.”  We  travel  to  buy  worth- 
while holdings,  and  financial  resources  are  avail- 
able to  us  so  that  we  can  serve  you  to  the  utmost. 
We  understand  that  you  want  to  get  the  most  you 
can  for  your  coins.  Let  us  serve  you  and  satisfy 
you.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 


MARK  FERGUSON  RARE  COIN  CO. 

P.O.  Box  2584  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin  54903 

414-233-6777 


rs.o.w. 

L-24 
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Madison  club  mem- 
bers? inc I u d ing 
myself?  started 
to  order  the 
proof  co  ins . This 
was  when  I dis- 
continued co  I - 
I ecting  the  sets. 

Back  in  the 
early  days?  we 
use  to  write  in 
an  order  for  un- 
ci rcu  I ated  coins 
from  the  Mint. 

Not  only  the  sets 
but  individual 
coins?  ususally 
five  nickels? 
five  dime  s ? and 
so  forth. 

I always  sent 
in  o rders  this 
way.  You  could 
order  as  many 
coins  as  you 
wanted?  subject 
to  what  was  held 
over  from  the 
previous  year. 
Morgan  1921  sil- 
ver dollars  were 
in  surplus  for 
years. 

The  s ing I e 
co ins  we  re  sent 
out  wrapped  in 


tissue  Paper  and 
were  very  nice . I 
think  the  Mint 
was  kind  of  hand 
Picking  them?  but 
I/m  not  sure. 

They  charged  no 
premium  on  the 
co  ins  ? but  you 
had  to  pay  first 
class  Postage  and 
regis t rat  ion. 

Proof  coins 
could  also  be  or- 
dered as  singles 
up  to  1942.  Every 
year  I ordered 
five  proof  cents 
b ecause  they  were 
cheap . They  made 
supe  rio  r proof 
coins  back  then 
in  compa  rison  to 
those  made  today. 
They  s e erne  d a 
little  mo  re  care- 
ful then. 

I n 1937  ? the 
proof  cents  were 
sold  for  16 ti  the 
nickels  and  d imes 
a t 20 1 . the  quar- 
ters at  50£?  and 
the  half  dollar 
at  15t . This  in- 
cluded face.  The 


loose  proof  co ins 
were  also  wrapped 
in  tissue  paper 
when  mailed  from 
the  Min t . 

In  those  days? 
the  Mint  did  not 
maintain  a mail- 
ing list.  You 
wrote  in  and  they 
would  send  you  a 
list  of  what  Unc. 
coins  they  had  on 
hand . Some  t imes 
these  issues  went 
back  10  ? 12  ? up 
to  15  y ea  rs . A 
real  nice  service! 

This  backlog 
of  15  y ea  rs  exist- 
ed only  d u ring  the 
early  / 20s . My  re- 
cords show  that  by 
1943  ? the  only  old 
mintage  coin  then 
available  was  the  * 
1921  Mo  rgan  silver 
dollar.  The  1942 
dime  ? the  / 43  half 
quarter?  dime?  nic^ 
kel  of  Phil  ade  I Phis 
and  the  /42  San 
Francisco  half? 
quarter?  dime  and 
nickel  could  be 
(continued) 
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ordered. 

These  coins 
could  be  ordered 
from  the  U . S . 
Treasurer  with  a 
I imit  o f two  each 
per  order.  Re- 
mittance was  face 
value  Plus  first 
class  postage  and 
the  purpose  for 
acqui ring  the 
coins  had  to  be 
•stated. 

We  had  no 
checklists  or 
• anything  s imi  I a r 
back  then.  Max 
IMeh I was  » of 
course?  in  busi- 
iness  at  the  t ime 
--he  was  the 
only  man  at  the 
ina t iona I level  we 
ever  heard  of. 
There  were  many 
advanced  numis- 
matists at  the 
t ime  ? but  we 
never  knew  them. 
We  were  lucky  to 
get  a copy  of  the 
Mehl  catalog  and 
we  only  had  a few 
of  them. 

There  was  no 


such  thing  as 
mail  order  as  we 
know  it  today. 

You  ordered  from 
the  Mehl  catalog 
or  not  at  all.  He 
was  buying  more 
than  sell  ing  in 
those  days.  Coins 
in  the  catalog 
were  listed  in  a 
very  vague  way? 
i.e.?  Flying 
Eagle,  nickel 
cent:  good  $3, 
proof  $5.  By  to- 
day/s standards  ? 
that  left  a lot 
of  conditions  be- 
tween the  two  to 
wonder  about. 

When  you 
looked  through 
Mehl ' s cat  a I og? 
you'd  see  all  the 
co ins  listed  by 
date.  That  was 
our  guide.  When 
we  came  to  1815 
o r some  date  like 
tha t ? we  didn't 
know  if  the  coin 
had  been  made  or 
no  t . 

The  very 

first  coin  I col- 


lected was  an  1857 
La  rge  cent  my  dad 
had  possessed  for 
years.  He  didn't 
carry  it  around 
with  him?  so  it 
was  in  nice  con- 
dition. I was  so 
intrigued  with 
that  1857  ? i t 
seemed  it  reached 
way  back  into  co- 
lonial times  to 
me--probably  be- 
cause I was  about 
12  or  13  years  of 
age  at  the  time. 

When  I first 
started  wo  r k ing 
in  the  Pharmacy? 
which  I Previous- 
ly mentioned  in 
brief?  a fellow 
came  in  with  a 
handful  of  about 
20  coins.  In  the 
bunch  were  a 
couple  of  silver 
dollars  that  he 
seemed  to  think 
were  worth  a lot 
of  money. 

So?  I looked 
them  over  and 
found  that  the 
( continued ) 


9 


silver  dollars 
weren't  worth 
much » about  $1.50 
each.  However*  in 
the  batch  was  a 
nice  1804  Large 
cen  t . 

"I'll  give 
you  $10  for  that 
1804  cent*''  I 
said. 

' ' Ten  dol- 
lars!'' he  gasped 
as  he  grabbed  the 
coin  and  ran  out 
the  door  to  show 
his  wife.  He  sure 
was  excited  about 
the  cent  being 
worth  $10 . H e 
sold  me  the  coin 
and  I have  it 
yet. 

After  that*  I 
acquired  the  1799 
cent*  but  I'm 
still  proud  of 
the  1804  because 
of  the  sent imen t 
in  vo  I v e d . 

I can't  recall 
how  many  silver 
dollars  the  man 
had?  I was  so 
happy  about  the 
1804  cent. 


Even  back  in 
those  days  * Max 
Mehl's  catalog 
cautioned  you  a- 
bout  the  co  un- 
terfeit  1804s. 

I checked  to  see 
that  the  ''O'' 
of  the  date  was 
exactly  opposite 
the  ''O''  in 
' ' OF ' ' and  it 
looked  okay.  The 
1804  cent  is 
worth  about  $450 
now. 

I'm  proud  of 
my  1799  Large 
cent  in  a way 
too.  A man  named 
Mertz  use  to 
stop  on  his  way 
through  to  Chi- 
cago from  his 
home  in  Minne- 
sota. He'd  stop 
at  all  the  banks 
on  the  way  look- 
ing for  coins. 

He  was  a dealer* 
in  fact*  I pur- 
chased a partial 
set  of  small 
cents  from  him. 
Later*  I built 
that  partial  set 


into  my  personal 
set. 

On  one  of  his 
t rips  through  » he 
appraised  and  of- 
fered to  buy  some 
coins  from  some 
people  in  Maple 
Bluff.  The  lady 
who  had  the  coins 
didn't  want  to 
se I I them  to  j 

Mertz.  About  two 
or  three  weeks 
later*  I found 
out  about  them. 

I went  over  there 
and  saw  the  1799 
La  rge  cent  in  the 
lot.  I finally 
bought  the  accu- 
mu I a t i o n . 

Collectors  are 
fort  una  te  today  to 
have  the  numero  us 
collector  aides  and 
authoritative  re- 
f e renc  e s available 
to  them.  The 
greatest  advant- 
age  today  in  col- 
lect ing  is  that 
more  collectors 
special  ize. 
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bulk  silver  • gold 
proof  sets  • rolls 
currency  • foreign 
stamps  • etc. 

P.O.  Box  1981,  Appleton,  Wis.  54911 
A.N.A.  L.M.  1818 

JAMES  BAYER  PHONE  414-739-1089 
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Contract 

Rates* 

Single  Issue  Rates* 

One-quarter  Da2e__. 

. . . $ 35 

flnp-auartpr  p a g p . . . . . 

, . $10 

One- ha  1 f 

page...... 

fine-half  pa  gp.  ....... 

, . 18 

One  Page, 

One  Page 

*A11  rates  are  for  camera  ready  copy0  Advertisements  submit- 
ted not  camera  ready  will  be  charged  an  additional  $5  for 
one-quarter  page  ads  and  $10  for  one-half  page  and  one  page 
ads  o 

Advertisers  Please  Note 
All  co rrespondance  relating 
to  advertising  should  be  sent 
to  Mark  Ferguson?  P.0.  Box 
2584?  Oshkosh  54901.  Make  all 
remittances  payable  to  Numis- 
matists of  Wisconsin. 


Deadline 

Copy  must  be  received  as  fol- 
lows: March  Issue?  Feb.  1? 

June  Issue?  May  1?  September 
Issue?  August  1?  December  Is- 
sue? Nov . 1. 

Other  Requirements 
No  mail  bid  sale  listings  not  ads  offering  layaways  accept- 
edc  No  ads  accepted  from  minors.  All  ads  must  have  numismatic 
significance,,  Because  of  advance  deadlines?  prices  stated  in 
many  ads  may  be  subject  to  change. 


Mechanical  Requirements 
Full  Page?  37x47  Picas?  half 
page  may  be  vertical  or  hori- 
zontal in  format.  Single  col- 
umn width?  17  Picas. 

Contracts 

Available  for  four  issues 
per  year?  first  come  first 
serve  basisc  Inside  and  back 
covers  available  at  $125  Per 
year.  If  new  copy  has  not 
been  received  by  deadline? 
previous  ad  will  be  repeated,, 


Mike’s  Coin  Shop 

BELLEVUE  PLAZA  • 1241  BELLEVUE  ROAD 
GREEN  BAY,  WISCONSIN  54301 
PHONE  (4-14)  468-7789 


COINS  AND  STAMPS 
BOUGHT  --  SOLD  --  TRADED 
FULL  LINE  OF  METAL  DETECTORS 


Mike  T iesling 

ANA  LM  #1936 
N.O.W.  LM  #30 
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editorial 

There  has  been  much  said  for  and  against  the  idea 
of  a NOW  hosted  Central  States  Numismatic  Society 
convention  in  Milwaukee  in  1984 „ 

A faction  of  the  NOW  organization  based  in  Mil- 
waukee identifies  any  coin  convention  or  show  held 
in  that  area--that  is,  not  sponsored  by  an  organi- 
zation of  the  area--as  an  intrusion  onto  their  soil0 
And  fertile  soil  it  is0 

For  instance,  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 
makes  well  over  $1,000  per  show  they  host  at  the 
Red  Carpet  Inn.  The  last  CSNS  convention  held  there 
netted  that  group  over  $10, 000 „ And  this  group  alone, 
or  in  conjunction  with  other  Milwaukee-based  clubs, 
could  stand  to  make  (or  lose)  many  more  thousands  of 
dollars  on  a CSNS  show. 

Another  faction  within  the  NOW  organization  wishes 
to  see  the  statewide  group  host  the  show.  Focus  here, 
again,  is  on  the  loot  to  be  made.  The  NOW  board  ap- 
proved the  concept  of  a NOW  hosted  CSNS  convention  by 
an  almost  3-to-l  vote. 

The  problem  here  is  what  each  faction  intends  to 
do  with  the  gross  (no  pun  intended)  returns  from  a 
CSNS  convention. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  MNS  has  a bulging  bankroll  in 
the  thousands  of  dollars  and  cannot  boast  of  even  one 
scholarship  program.  On  the  other  hand,  NOW  has  never 
been  financially  secure  because  it  underwrites  numer- 
ous numismatic  programs  and  projects. 

If  such  funds  were  to  come  to  Wisconsin,  where 
would  they  be  better  spent:  Underwriting  programs  and 
projects  for  the  state's  hobbyists  or  sitting  in  the 
confines  of  some  dingy  dark  bank  vault?  The  answer  is 
apparent . --T. F . 
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National  Bank  Currency 


From 


i 


Wisconsin 


Serious  Collector  Buying  All 
INTERESTING  - UNUSUAL  - WORTHWHILE 
Large  and  Small  Wisconsin  Nationals 


Contact 

H.  S.  “MONTE” 
SHERWIN 


Phone  715-284-5556 

P.0.  Box  407 

Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin  54615 
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NONFEDERAL 


MILITARY 


By  Fred  Borgmann,  NEWS 


Presented  in 
this  article  is 
a brief  survey  of 
the  service  med- 
als issued  by  or 
within  the  State 
of  Wisconsin. 

This  survey 
cannot  be  consid- 
ered a complete 
list ing  » rather* 
it  is  a tantaliz- 
ing taste  of  what 
has  b ecome  cha I - 
I ending  in  a 
special ize  d col- 
lecting field. 

Sou  rces  o f in- 
fo rma t ion  on  the 
medals  covered 
within  this  sur- 
vey are  very 
limited.  One  of 
the  sou  rces  is 
my  personal  col- 
lection. Other 
sources  include 


3rd  Regiment  of 
Wisconsin  Vo  I un- 
tee  rs  . 


various  dealers 
and  fellow  mili- 
tary medal  co  I - 
I e ct o rs . 

Any  addition- 
a I information 
conce  rning  medals 
of  Wis  cons  in  o r 
from  any  other 
cont inen ta I 48 
states*  Please 
contact  me  at 
P . 0 . Box  135  » 

I o I a » Wis.  54945 . 

NONFEDERAL 
MILITARY  SERVICE 
MEDALS 

Nonf e de  ra I mil i- 
tary  service  me  ri- 
als first  appear- 
ed in  the  United 
States  du  ring  the 
Civil  War  era. 
These  medals  seem 

( cont inue  d ) 
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ERVICE  MEDALS 


Remember  the 
liaine'  and  war 
ith  Spain. 


to  have  been  in- 
spired by  two 
basic  factors  s 
First*  the  lack 
of  federal  awa  r ds 
and  * secondly» 
the  widespread 
recognition  re- 
ceived by  the 
artistical ly 
beautiful  series 
of  British  mili- 
tary campaign 
medals. 

This  Project 
was  expensive. 
Only  the  I a rge  r 
northern  states 
seem  to  have  a- 
wa  rd  e d Civil  War 
medals. 

As  of  the  mo- 
ment* I have  nev- 
er heard  of  a 
Wisconsin  state 
or  city  Civi I War 
medal  issue.  Many 
units*  howe  ve  r » 


did  have  special 
commemo  ra t i ve 
medals  struck  for 
themse Ives  to 
help  them  remem- 
ber their  days  in 
a rms . 

One  such  unit 
was  the  3rd  Regi- 
ment o f Wiscons in 
Vo  I unt ee  rs . Th is 
uni t / s mascot  was 
the  f amo us  / 0 I d e 
Abe  » / an  Arne  r ican 
eagle. 

The  medal  is 
a tab  I e medal  not 
intended  to  be 
wo  rn . It  is  gold 
colored  white 
metal  » 40mm  in 
diameter.  Obverse 
depicts  the  Wis- 
consin coat  of 
a rms . Reverse 
carries  a six- I ine 
legend  within  a 

( cont inue  d ) 
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laurel  wreath: 

' '3d.  REG t . WIS- 
CONSIN VOLs.  COL. 
THOs.  H.  RUGER 
COM. / / 

Remember  the 
Ma  ine  ? This  bat- 
tleship was  sunk 
by  a Spanish  to  r- 
p e do  in  Havana 
Harbor  in  1898. 

In  reality*  the 
ship  was  sunk  due 
to  an  in t e rna I 
exp  I osion--a  fact 
which  has  remain- 
ed a state  secret 
for  75  years. 

• i Rememb e r the 
Maine  / / was  the 
battle  cry  which 
pressured  a r e - 
I uct ant  President 
McKinl ey  to  issue 
the  first  call 
for  125,000  vo I- 
unteers  on  April 
25,  1898.  The 
next  day , Spain 
declared  war  and 
a whole  new 
series  of  state 
issued  medals  was 
in  the  offing. 

Wisconsin  re- 


Mexican  Border 
Serv ice  Medal  is- 
sued 1916-1917. 


sponde  d to  the 
call  and , event- 
ually in  1916  o r 
1917,  issued  a 
service  medal  for 
the  Wisconsin 
Spanish- American 
War  veterans. 

The  medal  is 
bronze,  33mm  in 
diame t e r , and  sus- 
pended f rom  a red, 
white  and  blue 
ribbon . Supe  r im- 
posed are  the 
Spanish  t r i-co I o rs 
of  red,  yellow  and 
red. 

Obverse  of  the 
medal  depicts  an 
eag I e Perched  on 
war  trophies.  The 
I egend  / /WISCONSIN 
SOLDIER  WAR  WITH 
SPAIN//  appears 
and  13  stars  round 
off  the  bottom  of 
the  design. 

Reverse  of  the 
medal  portrays  the 
Wiscons in  coat  of 
arms  between  two 
sprigs  of  laurel 
and  above  is  the 

(continued) 


ate  of  1898 . 

The  medal  was 
ssued  in  an  en- 
ie  I ope  with  the 
o £o  of  Louis 
sser  Co  . » a Mil- 
waukee j ewe  I ry 
i rm  s t i I I in 
us ine  ss . This 
irm  is  either 
unwi I I ing  or  un- 
ble  to  say  if 
hey  manufactured 
he  medals  or 
imp  I y dist  rubed 
hem . 

I n 1916 i there 
fas  a na t ion-wide 
all  up  of  Nat- 
ona  I Guard  units 
o active  duty  a- 
ong  the  Mexican 
Horder.  This  was 
n the  afte  rma  t h 
f Rancho  Vi  I la's 
;a  ids  into  the 
nited  States, 
ilia  had  t u rne d 
rom  a bandit  in- 
o a revolution- 
i ry  and  made  a 
ouple  of  kill ing 
prees  into  the 
. S . across  the 
exican  border. 

The  State  of 
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Eau  Claire  pre- 
sented their  boys 
with  this  Mexi- 
can Border  in- 
cident medal. 


Wisconsin  plus 
several  other 
cities  within  the 
state  issued  Mexi- 
can border  duty 
medals. 

The  Wisconsin 
state  medal  is 
brass*  34mm  in 
d iame  ter*  and 
comes  suspended 
from  at  least  two 
different  colored 
ribbons.  One  rib- 
bon is  red » white 
and  light  green. 
The  second  ribbon 
is  red*  dark  green 
and  yellow.  Di f- 
f e rence  in  ribbons 
usually  indicates 
dif  f e rences  in  the 
types  of  units  to 
which  they  are  a- 
wa  rde  d . These 
units  include:  In- 
fant ry*  artillary 
or  cavalry.  These 
medals  were  also 
issued  in  Louis 
Esse  r enve lopes. 

Reverse  of  the 
Wisconsin  Mexican 
Border  Duty  Medal 
bears  a large  star 

(continued) 
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between  two 
sprigs  of  laurel? 
below  a re  the 
dates  1916-1917. 

Obverse  of  the 
medal  depicts 
three  Pa Im  trees 
in  a desert  I and- 
s cap  e . The  I egend 
reads ; / /WISCON- 
SIN NATIONAL 
GUARD  MEXICAN 
BORDER  SERVICE. / • 

Mexican  border 
duty  medals  is- 
sued by  Wisconsin 
cities  inc I u de  an 
Eau  Claire  issue. 

This  silver- 
fa  ronze  medals 
measu  res  about 
5mm  in  diameter 
at  its  widest 
points  and  is 
suspended  from  a 
re  d i white  and 
blue  silk  ribbon 
with  a plain  sus- 
pension broach. 

Obverse  of  the 
medal  Pictures  an 
Arne  r ican  eagle 
perched  on  a rib- 
bon* which  is  a- 
bove  the  Wiscon- 
sin coat  of  arms. 

20 


Mi  I waukee  gav  e 
its  boys  this 
medal  for  duty 
on  the  Mexican 
border. 


The  legend  reads: 

/ /MEXICAN  BORDER 
DUTY  U.S.  NATION- 
AL GUARD.  / / 

Reverse  bears 
the  s even- I ine 
legend:  / / MEMBER 
OF  COMPANY  E.  3RD 
WISCONSIN  PRESENT- 
ED BY  CITIZENS  OF 
EAU  CLAIRE.  WIS. 
DEC.  1916.// 

Manufacturer 
of  the  Eau  Claire 
medal  was  the 
Schwabb  Company 
of  Milwaukee. 

Milwaukee  al- 
so issued  a Mexi- 
can border  duty 
medal  for  its  boys 
who  served  during 
the  Period.  This 
s i I ve  r-b  ronze  is- 
sue is  about  51mm 
in  diameter  at 
the  widest  po int 
and  is  suspende d 
f ram  a dark  blue 
ribbon  and  Plain 
broach. 

Obverse  of  the 
Mi  I waukee  meda I 
depicts  an  Amer- 
ican eagle  Perch- 

(continued) 


Kurt  R.  Krueger 

“ For  Discriminating  Collectors  ” 

I am  constantly  in  the  market  for  exonumia  in 
the  following  categories: 

• Rare  Civil  War  Tokens 

• All  Wisconsin  Civil  War  Tokens 

• Early  Elongates 

• Early  Wisconsin  Items 

• Assay  Medals 

• Lesher  Dollars 

• 1904  St.  Louis  Fair  Items 

• Unusual  Encased  Coins 

• Advertising  Mirrors 

• Early  Pin  Backs 

• Political  Items 

• Odd  Stuff . . . and  more! 

I would  be  happy  to  place  your  want  list  of 
exonumia  into  my  file. 

Kurt  R.  Krueger 

P.O.  BOX  7 

KIMBERLY,  WISCONSIN  54136 
Telephone:  414/731-6389 


ed  atop  a ribbon 
und e r which  is 
the  City  of  Mil- 
waukee seal. 

Reverse  bears 
the  f i ve- I ine 
I egend  within  a 
laurel  wreaths 
i i PRESENTED  BY 
CITIZENS  OF  MIL- 
WAUKEE 1916. / i 

Ripon  also  is- 
sued a medal  for 
the  Mexican  bo  r- 
d e r inc i dent . It 
is  a silver- 
bronze  51mm  medal 
which  is  su  spend- 
e d f rom  a r ed  , 
white  and  blue 
silk  ribbon.  The 
broach  in  in- 
scribed: i I'D. 

2nd  WI S . / i 

Obverse  of  the 
medal  bears  the 
same  design  as 
the  Eau  Claire 
Piece. 

Reve  rse  has 


Ripon  paid  re- 
spect to  its 
fighting  men  with 
this  medal. 


the  I egend : / / PRE- 

SENTED BY  THE  CITY 
OF  RIPON  TO  MEM- 
BERS OF  COMPANY  D. 
2nd  WIS.  INFTY. 
MARCH  16,  1917. / / 
It  was  also  manu- 
factured by  Sc  h- 
wabb  Company  of 
Milwaukee. 


A second  part 
of  this  two  part 
series  will  appear 
in  a 1979  issue 
of  NOW  News0 
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Tiishler  medal 

now  available 


NOW  Past  p rez  » 

I if  ford  Mishler* 
as  been  saluted 
n an  official 
cd  ken  and  Medal 
cociety  (TAMS) 
ast  Presidents 
eedal.  Mi s h I e r / s 
eerm  of  office 
expired  this  Past 

UJ  £ U S t ■ 

Like  earlier 
sssues  of  the 
eedal  series* 

Itiis  10th  addi- 
ion  to  the  TAMS 
eeries  is  a t w o - 
rnch  diameter 
iece  » which  is 
Iffered  to  col- 
tectors  in  both 
<a  h o g a n y finish 
ronze  and  an- 
iuue  finish 
i I ve  r . Only  25 
samples  have 
*een  struck  in 
i I v e r . 

In  addition  to 
he  bronze  and 


Clifford  Mishler 
is  hono  red  by 
TAMS . Medals  are 
available  by 
writing  directly 
t o TAMS  » P . 0 . Box 
316*  Iola*  Wis. 
54945. 


silver  editions* 
a single  g o I d- 
f i I led  specimen 
was  struck  and 
included  in  a 
set  of  medals 
presented  to  the 
retiring  Mishler. 

Bronze  speci- 
mens are  priced 
a t $10  each*  the 
silver  versions 
a t $47  each.  A 
set  of  the  two 
medals  is  priced 
at  $55. 

Medals  honor- 
ing previous  T AMS 
presidents  are 
still  available 
on  a limited 
basis  in  bronze. 

A few  examples 
of  the  Curto* 
Mitchell*  John- 
son and  Dow  sil- 
ver medals  are 
ava i I ab I e at  $35 
each  until  supply 
is  exhausted. 
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n.o.w  news  release 


Location  for 
the  1979  Numis- 
mat is ts  of  Wis- 
consin convention 
was  approved  by 
the  board  of 
governors  at 
their  S e p t . 16 
meet ing . 

The  Milwaukee 
Numismatic  So- 
ciety wi II  host 
the  1979  conven- 
tion* May  5-6  > 
at  the  Red  Carpet 
Inn»  just  oppo- 
site Billy  Mit- 
chell Field.  In 
1980*  the  con- 
vention will  be 
held  in  Waukesha 
and  in  1981  in 
N e ena  h . 

Nomina  t ions 
for  officers  to 
be  elected  at  the 
May  convention 
are  now  b e ing 
taken.  Inte  rest- 


individua  Is  must 
submit  their 
cho  ices  to  Monte 
She  rwin  as  early 
as  Possible. 

A club  presi- 
dents i breakfast 
will  be  held  in 
conj  unc t ion  with 
the  May  conven- 
tion. All  presi- 
dents o f Wiscon- 
sin-base d coin 
clubs  are  invit- 
ed to  attend . The 
breakfast  will  be 
held  at  9 .m.  on 
May  6.  Chairing 
the  brief  meeting 
after  the  break- 
fast will  be 
Monte  Sherwin. 

In  other  ac- 
tion at  the  board 
meet ing » the  o r- 
ganiza t ion  voted 
to  extend  an  in- 
vitation to  the 
Central  States 


Numismat ic  Society 
to  hold  its  1984 
convent  ion  as  a 
joint  show  with 
the  annua  I NOW 
convention*  and 
that  it  be  held 
in  Milwaukee  at 
MECCA.  The  CSNA 
boa  rd  is  repo  rt- 
ed  to  have  taken 
this  invitation 
into  consider- 
a t ion  at  their 
Nov.  4-5  interim 
meeting  in  Omaha* 

N e b r . 

At  the  Nov. 

12  board  meeting* 
letters  were  read 
opposing  the  CSNS 
convention  coming 
to  Mil waukee  in 
1984  hosted  by 
NOW.  These  letters 
we  re  submitted  by 
Lee  Ha  rt z of  the 
( con t inu  e d ) 
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. I waukee  Numis- 
ii  tic  Society 
■nd  John  Wilson 
: the  South 
lore  Coin  Club. 

The  foil  owing 
! ! rsons  have  been 
>>pointed  to  a 
(invention  site 
■»  lection  commit- 
>>  e : Kurt  K r u eg- 
">  Bob  Lemke  and 
nnte  Sherwin. 
si ro I d Helm  was 
>> pointed  to  the 
))W  Scholarship 
ommit  t ee . 

•**  **-«■■«■** 

The  treasurer- 
>:  ere  t ar  y / s re- 
n rt  notes  that 
lere  is  a bai- 
lee on  hand  of 
.,542.44. 

Total  expenses 
om  July  30  to 
nv.  21  of  this 
»:ar  amounted  to 

157.50. 

These  figures 
ire  supplied  by 
; r ome  Ti II ung . 


THE  1 
EDITOR 


I read  in  one  of  the  last  issues 
of  The  Numismatist  about  two  Wis- 
consin collectors  who  won  scholar- 
ships to  the  American  Numismatic 
Asso cia t ion / s Summer  Seminar. 

I would  like  to  take  the  ANA'S 
counterfeit  detection  seminar*  but 
it  will  be  several  years  before  I 
can  save  enough  money  to  make  it. 
How  can  I apply  for  one  of  these 
scholarships? 

G.D. 

Green  Bay 

Well  GoD.,  the  collectors  of 
Wisconsin  are  extremely  fortunate 
in  that  two  of  the  state's  numis- 
matic organizations  offer  annual 
scholarships  to  the  ANA  Summer  Sem- 
inar: NOW  and  WYN0 

The  announcement  of  each  year's 
scholarship  competition  is  carried 
in  this  publication 
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GREEN  BAY. 

Jan.  20 » Nicolet 
Coin  Club  Annua  I 
Winter  Show* 

Downt owne  r Hotel. 
Mike  Sege  rs in  » 

1159  Day*  Green 
Bay . 

BROOKFIELD 0 

Jan.  26-28*  Numis- 
maf est » Brookf ie I d 
Shopping  Cente  r. 
Adm.  free.  Bill 
Mann » Brookfield 
Square  Shopping 
Center*  95  N. 
Moorland*  Brook- 
field 53005. 

GREEN  BAY Oeoooo»» 
March  17*  Nico I et 
Coin  Club  Annua  I 
S p ring  Show*  Mid- 
way Mo  tor  Lodge . 
Mike  Segersin* 

1159  Day*  Green 
Bay . 

EAU  CLAIRE  0 . „ . . . . 

April  29*  Chippewa 
Valley  Coin  Club 
Show*  Holiday  Inn. 
J e r ome  Til  lung* 


show 

schedule 


Clubs  are  urged  to  mail  in- 
formation on  their  shows  to  the 
editor  at  the  earliest  possible 
date  and  patterned  after  those 
appearing  in  this  schedule. 


817  Morningside 
Dr.*  Eau  Claire 
54701. 


Nicolet  Coin 
Club  Presents 

Annual  Winter  Coin  Show 
January  21 
Downtowner  Hotel 
Green  Bay 


Annual  Spring  Coin  Show 
March  18 

Midway  Motor  Lodge 
Green  Bay 


For  further  information  contact: 
Mike  Segersin 
1159  Day 
Green  Bay 
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PASSPORT 

to  your  World  of  Numismatics 

• Coins  of  the  World  1750-1850 

• A Catalog  of  Modem  World  Coins 

• Current  Coins  of  the  World 

• Coins  of  Canada 

• Modem  European  Coins 

• Modem  British  Commonwealth  Coins 

• Modem  Latin  American  Coins 

• Mexican  Coins 

• Ancient  Greek  Coins 

• Cast  Coinage  of  Korea 


Whether  faraway  exotic  places,  past  cultures,  or 
present-day  foreign  coinage  strikes  your  fancy, 
Whitman  is  your  passport  to  the  whole  world  of 
your  fascinating  hobby.  See  your  dealer  today. 


Whitman  Coin  Products  from 
WESTERN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC. 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 


a.  *>£_  ® 


Exchange 


103  East  Kimberly  Avenue  Kimberly,  Wisconsin  54136 

' TELEPHONE  414-731-5451 

NATIONWIDE  TELETYPE  SERVICE 


WISCONSIN’S  ONLY  FULL  SERVICE  DEALER 

WISCONSIN’S  MOST  KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

OVER  60  YEARS  COMBINED  EXPERIENCE 

WHEN  BUYING  OR  SELLING,  IT  PAYS 
TO  CONTACT  THE  PROFESSIONALS 


FRED,  FRITZ 
& RANDY  VOECKS 


FOXY  A.N.A.  38584 
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